
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VETERINARY TECHNICAL DATASHEET
Early-Onset Progressive Polyneuropathy; mutation originally found in Alaskan Malamute

Mutation Found In :Alaskan Malamute

Disorder Type
Neuromuscular•

Disease Severity
Severe•

Background
Early-onset polyneuropathy is characterized by progressive degeneration of peripheral
nerves or nerves outside of the brain and spinal cord. This condition starts with small
changes like voice changes and progresses to severe weakness in all four legs (tetraparesis).

Key Signs
Walking difficulties•
 Exercise intolerance•
 Voice changes•
 Progressive severe muscle atrophy•
 Ataxia•
 Paralysis of larynx and extremities•

Clinical Description
The first observable signs in are voice changes, inspiratory stridor, and pelvic limb weakness
with progression to muscle weakness of all four limbs, muscle atrophy, and exercise
intolerance beginning about 3 to 19 months of age. Affected dogs are usually reluctant to
stand still and climb stairs and eventually progress to tetraparesis. Dogs suffering from this
condition have decreased spinal reflexes in all four limbs.

Mode of Inheritance
autosomal recessive•

Gene Name
NDRG1_Alaskan Malamute•

Next Steps
Treatment is supportive care and symptomatic depending on the severity of the dog's
clinical signs.
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